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The recent move by Members of Parliament from the 
INDIA bloc to initiate impeachment proceedings 
against Justice G.R. Swaminathan of the Madras High 
Court represents a dangerous precedent in Indian 
constitutional history. While the motion is ostensibly 
framed as a defence of secularism, a closer 
examination of the facts reveals a disturbing motive: 
communal sectarian intolerance. This paper argues 
that the campaign against Justice Swaminathan is not 
based on legal misconduct but is a reaction to his 
refusal to prioritise minority appeasement over the 
rule of law. By analysing the specific property dispute 
at Thirupparankundram and contrasting the current 
outcry with historical precedents, this article seeks to 
expose the sectarian double standards at play and the 
threat this poses to the independence of the judiciary.

Justice G.R. Swaminathan, Judicial Independence, 
Thirupparankundram, Impeachment Motion, 
Periyarist Ecosystem, Rule of Law, Temple Property 
Rights, Deepathoon, Secularism.

On December 9, 2025, a group of Members of 
Parliament (MPs) belonging to the INDIA bloc, 
including representatives from the DMK, CPI(M), and 
VCK, submitted a notice to the Lok Sabha Speaker, 
Om Birla, seeking the impeachment of Justice G.R. 
Swaminathan. This is a rare and extreme step in 
Indian democracy, typically reserved for judges who 
have committed proven misbehaviour or suffer from 
incapacity. 

The immediate trigger for this motion was an order 
passed by Justice Swaminathan regarding the lighting 
of the Karthigai Deepam (a traditional lamp) on the 
Thirupparankundram hill in Madurai. The political 
groups spearheading the impeachment claim that the 
judge acted with bias. However, the facts suggest that 
this move is less about judicial accountability and 
more about sectarian vote-bank politics. This was not 
a case of judicial overreach, but a judge upholding the 
rule of law against the pressure of an organised 
religious lobby.

The central accusation against Justice Swaminathan 
is that his order favoured one community over 
another. To understand the fallacy of this claim, one 
must look at the property rights established a century 
ago.

The media narrative has largely ignored the existence 
of a definitive legal decree from 1923. In a civil suit 
settled during the British era, and later confirmed, the 
boundaries of the hill were clearly demarcated. The 
decree established that while the Sikandar Badusha 
Dargah has rights over the specific land on which the 
structure stands, the surrounding unoccupied 
portions of the hill belong to the Subramaniya Swamy 
Temple.

Justice Swaminathan did not invent a new right for the 
Hindu devotees. He merely enforced a property right 
that has existed for over 100 years. In any standard 
property dispute, if a plot of land belongs to a Temple, 
the Temple has the right to conduct its rituals there. By 
framing this legal enforcement as "communal bias," 
the critics are essentially arguing that "secularism" 
requires the suspension of Hindu property rights if 
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they are near a minority institution. This is not the rule 
of law; it is sectarian bullying.

The impeachment motion cannot be viewed in 
isolation. It is the culmination of a long-standing 
campaign by the ruling dispensation in Tamil Nadu 
and its allies to silence a judge who refuses to toe their 
line.

Justice Swaminathan has frequently drawn the ire of 
the Periyarist ecosystem because his judgments often 
challenge their control over the narrative.

 The Maridhas Case: When the state machinery  
arrested YouTuber Maridhas for a social media post, 
Justice Swaminathan quashed the FIR, asking the 
crucial question: "Is there no space for a different 
view?" This protected the freedom of speech for a 
nationalist voice, which angered those who are used 
to monopolising public discourse.

  Temple Administration: He has consistently ruled 
that the state government's role in temples (through 
the HR&CE Department) is administrative, not 
ritualistic. He has checked the government's attempts 
to alter age-old traditions, thereby protecting the 
sanctity of Hindu religious practices.

Because these judgments protect civil liberties and 
Hindu traditions from state overreach, the judge has 
been labelled "controversial." The impeachment 
motion is a clear message: If you rule against our 
specific sectarian interests, we will come for your job.

The intellectual dishonesty of the impeachment 
movers is evident when we compare this reaction to 
their stance on other judicial matters.

When judges pass oral observations that disparage 
Hindu figures or sentiments (such as the observations 
made against Nupur Sharma by the Supreme Court 
bench in 2022), the same Left-Liberal ecosystem 
defends those judges fiercely. They argue that judges 
must be free to speak their minds without fear of 
backlash.

However, when Justice Swaminathan speaks about 
Dharma or "Bharat Mata," or when he cites the 
Tirukkural to explain moral duties, he is immediately 
branded as "biased." This reveals a clear sectarian 
double standard.

●Scenario A: A judge quotes Western philosophers          
  or liberal theorists. 
  Verdict: Intellectual and Progressive.
●Scenario B: Justice Swaminathan quotes
  Bhāratīya scriptures or upholds native traditions. 

Verdict: Communal and Unconstitutional.

The attempt to impeach Justice G.R. Swaminathan is 
a direct assault on the independence of the judiciary. It 
seeks to establish a norm where judges must look 
over their shoulders and seek approval from political 
and sectarian power brokers before delivering justice.

For an institution like the judiciary to function, it must 
be insulated from the "heckler's veto." Justice 
Swaminathan adhered to the 1923 legal decree 
regarding the Thirupparankundram hill. He upheld the 
property rights of a temple against encroachment. To 
punish him for this is to punish a judge for doing his 
duty. As a society, we must recognise this 
impeachment motion for what it is: a witch-hunt driven 
by communal sectarian intolerance against an 
"Intellectual Kshatriya" who dares to uphold the truth.

1.The Hindu Bureau. (2025, December 10).  
   Thiruparankundram row: INDIA bloc MPs submit    
   letter to LS Speaker to move impeachment motion 
   against Justice Swaminathan. The Hindu.  
   https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/tamil- 
   nadu/thiruparankundram-row-india-bloc-mps-
   submit-letter-to-ls-speaker-to-move-impeachment-
   motion-against-justice- 
   swaminathan/article70375414.ece
2.Express News Service. (2025, December 2). 
   Madras HC allows lighting of lamp on Deepathoon 
   near Thiruparankundram dargah. The New Indian 
   Express. 
   https://www.newindianexpress.com/states/tamil-
   nadu/2025/Dec/02/madras-hc-allows-lighting-of-
   lamp-on-deepathoon-near-thiruparankundram-
   dargah
3.Express News Service. (2021, December 24). 
   Madras HC quashes one more FIR lodged against 
   YouTuber Maridhas. The New Indian Express. 
   https://www.newindianexpress.com/states/tamil-
   nadu/2021/Dec/24/madras-hc-quashes-one-more-
   fir-lodged-against-youtuber-maridhas-
   2399140.html
4.Times News Network. (2025, December). Don't 
   implement court order on deepam: DMK allies. 
   The Times of India. 
   https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/madurai/- 
   dontimplement-court-order-on-deepam-dmk-
   allies/articleshow/125726827.cms
5. Express News Service. (2022, July 1). If law does 
   not act against Nupur Sharma, wrong message 
   would be sent out: Left parties. The New Indian 
   Express. 

3. The Pattern of Political Intimidation

Targeting the "Problematic" Judge

5. Conclusion

References

4. The Hypocrisy of the "Secular" Lobby

Selective Independence

https://www.newindianexpress.com/nation/2022/J
ul/01/if-law-does-not-act-against-nupur-sharma-
wrong-message-would-be-sent-out-left-parties-
2471875.html

https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/tamil-nadu/thiruparankundram-row-india-bloc-mps-submit-letter-to-ls-speaker-to-move-impeachment-motion-against-justice-swaminathan/article70375414.ece
https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/tamil-nadu/thiruparankundram-row-india-bloc-mps-submit-letter-to-ls-speaker-to-move-impeachment-motion-against-justice-swaminathan/article70375414.ece
https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/tamil-nadu/thiruparankundram-row-india-bloc-mps-submit-letter-to-ls-speaker-to-move-impeachment-motion-against-justice-swaminathan/article70375414.ece
https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/tamil-nadu/thiruparankundram-row-india-bloc-mps-submit-letter-to-ls-speaker-to-move-impeachment-motion-against-justice-swaminathan/article70375414.ece
https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/tamil-nadu/thiruparankundram-row-india-bloc-mps-submit-letter-to-ls-speaker-to-move-impeachment-motion-against-justice-swaminathan/article70375414.ece
https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/tamil-nadu/thiruparankundram-row-india-bloc-mps-submit-letter-to-ls-speaker-to-move-impeachment-motion-against-justice-swaminathan/article70375414.ece
https://www.newindianexpress.com/states/tamil-nadu/2025/Dec/02/madras-hc-allows-lighting-of-lamp-on-deepathoon-near-thiruparankundram-dargah
https://www.newindianexpress.com/states/tamil-nadu/2025/Dec/02/madras-hc-allows-lighting-of-lamp-on-deepathoon-near-thiruparankundram-dargah
https://www.newindianexpress.com/states/tamil-nadu/2025/Dec/02/madras-hc-allows-lighting-of-lamp-on-deepathoon-near-thiruparankundram-dargah
https://www.newindianexpress.com/states/tamil-nadu/2025/Dec/02/madras-hc-allows-lighting-of-lamp-on-deepathoon-near-thiruparankundram-dargah
https://www.newindianexpress.com/states/tamil-nadu/2025/Dec/02/madras-hc-allows-lighting-of-lamp-on-deepathoon-near-thiruparankundram-dargah
https://www.newindianexpress.com/states/tamil-nadu/2021/Dec/24/madras-hc-quashes-one-more-fir-lodged-against-youtuber-maridhas-2399140.html
https://www.newindianexpress.com/states/tamil-nadu/2021/Dec/24/madras-hc-quashes-one-more-fir-lodged-against-youtuber-maridhas-2399140.html
https://www.newindianexpress.com/states/tamil-nadu/2021/Dec/24/madras-hc-quashes-one-more-fir-lodged-against-youtuber-maridhas-2399140.html
https://www.newindianexpress.com/states/tamil-nadu/2021/Dec/24/madras-hc-quashes-one-more-fir-lodged-against-youtuber-maridhas-2399140.html
https://www.newindianexpress.com/states/tamil-nadu/2021/Dec/24/madras-hc-quashes-one-more-fir-lodged-against-youtuber-maridhas-2399140.html
https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/madurai/dont-implement-court-order-on-deepam-dmk-allies/articleshow/125726827.cms
https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/madurai/dont-implement-court-order-on-deepam-dmk-allies/articleshow/125726827.cms
https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/madurai/dont-implement-court-order-on-deepam-dmk-allies/articleshow/125726827.cms
https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/madurai/dont-implement-court-order-on-deepam-dmk-allies/articleshow/125726827.cms
https://www.newindianexpress.com/nation/2022/Jul/01/if-law-does-not-act-against-nupur-sharma-wrong-message-would-be-sent-out-left-parties-2471875.html
https://www.newindianexpress.com/nation/2022/Jul/01/if-law-does-not-act-against-nupur-sharma-wrong-message-would-be-sent-out-left-parties-2471875.html
https://www.newindianexpress.com/nation/2022/Jul/01/if-law-does-not-act-against-nupur-sharma-wrong-message-would-be-sent-out-left-parties-2471875.html
https://www.newindianexpress.com/nation/2022/Jul/01/if-law-does-not-act-against-nupur-sharma-wrong-message-would-be-sent-out-left-parties-2471875.html
https://www.newindianexpress.com/nation/2022/Jul/01/if-law-does-not-act-against-nupur-sharma-wrong-message-would-be-sent-out-left-parties-2471875.html


Kruthika Deepam festival 
in Thiruvannamalai is 
r e g a r d e d  a s  m o s t 
auspicious spiritual event 
of Sanatana Dharma. 
References to the festival 
can be found in early 
classic Tamil literature. 
On this day, the essence 
of philosophy, Agamas, Puranas, Jyotisha, and Yoga 
Sastra converge at a single point. It is not just a 
Deepam festival but a moment to experience the Lord 
Shiva in the form of 'Arunachala Jyothi.' Every home 
becomes a sanctuary of light as families clean their 
houses, draw intricate kolams, and place clay lamps 
(vilakku) letting lamp light chase away darkness and 
instill hope, warmth, and togetherness.

According to Tamil Tradition, Six maidens known as 
the Kruthika (karthigai) stars found baby Murugan and 
raised him.  Goddess Parvati saw their devotion and 
blessed them.  She ordained that a festival of lights be 
held in their name.  This is why Kruthika Deepam is 
also called Karthika Deepam.

Chivaka Chintamai praises the Kruthika Deepam as 
“Kunrathu Uchi Sudar”, which refers to the great lamp 
lit on the top of the Thiruvannamalai Mountain; 
literature states that worshipping Lord Shiva in this 
great merit which represents Lord Shiva in the form of 
Agni, which is celebrated on the day of Kruthika 
Nakshatra.

"Nalamiku Karthigai Nattavaar Itta Taalinal Vysyain" is 
a lyric of the Agananooru song. It refers to the festival 

"Nalamiku Karthigai Nattavaar Itta Taalinal Vysyain" is 
a lyric of the Agananooru song. It refers to the festival 
celebrated by lighting lamps in the month of Karthika 
in their homes, streets and temples. This poem 
reveals the importance attached to the Kruthika 
Deepam by the ancient Tamils.

In the Tholkappiyam, the line “Velin nokiya vilakku 
nilai” refers to the lamps lit during the month of 
Karthika; this is mentioned in the Purathinai section, 
and also shows the ancient custom of lighting lamps 
on mountaintops in Sangam literature, which 
symbolizes the dispelling of the darkness of ego and 
the spread of the light of wisdom, thus the Karthika 
festival has been an important festival since ancient 
times.

Once upon a time there was a discussion happened 
between Lord Vishnu and Lord Brahma on who is 
superior! Then Lord Shiva manifested as an infinite 
pillar of fire, declaring 'you cannot perceive my 
beginning and my end, I am infinite.' This account 
appears in Arunachala Mahatmyam in Skanda 
Purana.  Brahma ascended upward and falsely 

claimed that he had found the beginning.  Vishnu 
honestly admitted that he could not find the end. Lord 
Shiva blessed Lord Vishnu saying 'Your way of 
worship is the true path of knowledge' and cursed Lord 
Brahma, declaring 'you shall have no temples on 
earth.' Later, that divine column of light condensed 
into the Arunachala Mountain—not merely a symbol of 
Shiva but Shiva's very embodiment. Arunachala 
Karthikadeepam signifies union of Jeevatma 
(individual soul) with the Paramatma (Supreme 
Consciousness).

Every year, the lighting of the Maha Deepam takes 
place atop the sacred Arunachala Hill standing at 
about 2,658 feet.  A massive cauldron made of copper 
is carried to the summit by hereditary hill climbers 
belonging to traditional local communities who have 
safeguarded this duty for generations. The cauldron is 
filled with hundreds of kilograms of ghee, copra, and a 
long, thick cotton wick prepared specially for the 
occasion.  The Kruthika Deepam on the hill top and 
the Bharani Deepam on temple gopuram are lit at the 
exact same moment. The Vedic chantings, the 
resonance of “Om Arunachala Shiva,” and the sound 
of the nadaswaram electrify the surroundings and 
lakhs of devotees experience the Shiva Jyothi. In 
Karthika Masam moon light considered to be at its 
most sacred, and therefore the Deepam on 
Arunachala Mountain is lit during this time. During this 
day energy is at highest level, the fire element 
becomes highly dynamic and union of full moon's 
energy and Shiva Jyothi takes place. According to 
Skanda Purana, this is the most auspicious time for 
attaining Moksha (salvation).

Circumambulation of Mountain Arunachala is nothing 
less than circumambulating Lord Shiva himself. 
During this time, the mind naturally withdraws from all 
thoughts and surrenders to Shiva. As told by Ramana 
Maharshi circumambulation of Mountain Arunachala 
is 'Mouna Japa and Dhyana'.  During Karthika 
Deepam festival inner Jyothi (Atman) is kindled by the 
outer Jyothi leading to destruction of the ego. 
Devotees experience deep bliss, peace, and spiritual 
awakening. All sins are washed away, Moksha 
becomes attainable, and the inner knowledge of Shiva 
arises. If one sees the Karthika Deepam and chant 
'Om Namah Shivaya' one time, it equals to performing 
10,000 Yagnas.

Rama Janma Bhumi 
Movement is one of 
the most influential 
movements in the 
political, religious, 
social, and historical 
landscape of Bharat. 
Many  p rominen t 
personalities played 
crucial role in this movement and K.K.Nair 
(Kadangalathil Karunakaran Nair) was one among 

Kruthika Deepam in Arunachalam (December 4)

Kruthika Deepam in Sangam-Era Texts
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Role of K.K.Nair in Rama Janma Bhumi Movement
(on the occasion of December 6 Vijay Divas)
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them. He played a key role in the events that followed 
'sudden' Darshan of Ramlalla in Ayodhya in 1949. 

K.K.Nair was born in 1912 in the Madras Presidency.  
He joined Indian Civil Services in 1930 and after India 
attained independence, he served in various 
capacities under the Government of Uttar Pradesh. In 
1949, he was District Collector of Ayodhya, at a time 
when Rama Janma Bhumi Movement became active 
again.

On 22 December 1949, idols of Ramlalla appeared in 
the so-called Babri Masjid. This incident created 
sensation across the country. Local Hindus believed it 
as divine will. As the district administrator, K.K.Nair did 
not attempt to remove the idols.   Instead, he took 3 
major decisions that changed the course of Rama 
Janma Bhumi Movement.

- He refused to remove the idols. In addition, he    
ordered locking of mosque structure and declared the 
site as disputed location.  He also ordered that till the 
legal judgment pronounced the status quo should be 
maintained.
- Although the structure was locked, Nair allowed 
priests to do puja to Ramlalla from outside.
- Did not succumb to political pressure-The then Prime 
Minister Nehru and State Government exerted lot of 
pressure on Nair to remove idols of Ramlalla.  
However, he stood firm and did not change his 
decision. The State Government expressed its 
displeasure at his refusal to follow its orders, and 
eventually, K. K. Nair resigned from government 
service.

After resigning, he joined Jana Sangh (the 
predecessor of today's Bharateeya Janata Party) and 
was elected as a Member of Parliament from Lucknow 
in 1967. He strengthened Jana Sangh through his rich 
administrative experience.

After the demise of K. K. Nair, his wife, Veena Nair 
continued to support and participate in the Rama 
Janma Bhumi Movement. When Vishwa Hindu 
Parishad took over the movement, Nair's family stood 
as inspiration. K. K. Nair's crucial decision in 
1949—not to remove the idols of Ramlalla—later 
became an important factor in the legal cases that 
followed. Even in the 2019 Supreme Court judgment, 
the historical events of 1949 and Nair's decisions were 
prominently referenced.

Chakravarthi Rajagopalachari stood as an icon of four 
pillars of Bharateeya life—culture, politics, spirituality, 
and morality. Fondly called Rajaji, he was truly a 
complete university in himself.

He played a crucial role in our 
country's war for independence 
and later became the first and 
only Governor General of 
Bharat after independence. His 
influence in political, spiritual, 
and literary fields continues 
even today.

Chakravarthi Rajagopalachari was born on 10 
December 1878 in Thoravalli village, Tamil Nadu. 
Morality, Sanatana Dharma, conscience and self-
discipline were values he imbibed from childhood.

He began his career as a lawyer and quickly became 
well known. He believed that law is not merely a 
science but dharma. His judgments were not just 
verdicts but guiding principles. Gandhi profoundly 
influenced him. He played active role in salt march and 
agitation against Simon Commission. He went to jail 
several times and proposed the first           agreement 
with the British-the famous Rajaji formula. 

After independence, Rajaji served as first Governor-
General of Bharat, Chief Minister of Madras 
Presidency and later Chief Minister of Tamil Nadu. He 
gave utmost importance to morality in government 
and leaders.

Apart from his political role, he introduced Bharateeya 
spiritual wisdom to the world through his writings. His 
works—Ramayana (in simple English), Mahabharata, 
a commentary on the Bhagavad Gita, Essence of the 
Upanishads, and Essence of Sanatana (Hindu) 
Dharma—gained wide recognition for presenting 
Sanatana Dharma in a lucid, beautiful, and practical 
manner.

His famous quotation-'Politics without dharma is 
nothing but a branch of animal behaviour,' reflects 
how central dharma was to him. Concerned about the 
deterioration of democratic values, he founded his 
own political party to enlighten the people. Though he 
h a d  c r i t i c s ,  n o  o n e  c o u l d  q u e s t i o n  h i s 
straightforwardness or honesty. He wrote not for 
awards but for self-realization of man. His scholarship 
ranged widely-from Darsanas to politics, Sanskrit to 
English philosophy.  

Rajaji passed away on 25 December 1975. His 
thoughts, morality, Dharmic wisdom, and writings 
remain an immortal heritage to our nation. It is truly apt 
to call him as 'Sanatana Dharma Varadhi'-a bridge to 
Sanatana Dharma-because he brought Dharmic 
values from scriptures into society and into daily life.

A bridge of Sanatana Dharma-
Rajagopalachari
(Janma tithi, December 10)
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Though Indian history has 
wi tnessed many brave 
women, the name that 
stands at the top of that list is 
Kakat iya Rudramadevi. 
Ruling a kingdom, facing 
powerful  enemies, and 
transforming the role of 
women in society—she 
accomplished all of these not just as a ruler, but as a 
warrior queen. In the history of the Kakatiya Empire, 
which flourished over Andhra in the 13th century, 
Rudramadevi stood as a commander, a reformer, a 
just administrator, and a symbol of social change.

Rudramadevi was born around 1225 to Kakatiya King 
Ganapatideva. Royal families naturally desired male 
heirs. In those times, the birth of a daughter was often 
viewed as a weakness. But Ganapatideva was a 
visionary king. Recognizing leadership qualities in 
Rudramadevi, he raised her not as an ordinary 
princess but as a prince. At the time of her coronation, 
he gave her the male title “Rudradeva.”

Statecraft, diplomacy, horse riding, archery, 
swordsmanship, war strategies—she mastered all 
these skills at a young age. This training molded her 
into a powerful military leader in the future.

In 1261, Rudramadevi officially became the ruler of 
the Kakatiya Empire. During medieval India, it was 
extremely rare for a woman to rule a kingdom. Many 
feudal lords and rival states did not accept this 
decision. Rebellions erupted throughout the empire 
as soon as her rule began. But Rudramadevi never 
stepped back. She personally led the army, fought the 
rebelling rulers, and restored peace. Through this 
decisive action, the people began to recognize her 
leadership.

Rudramadevi became renowned for her tax reforms, 
strengthening of the military system and public 
welfare initiatives.

Her administration became a shining example of 
women's power in the country.

Rudramadevi's greatest enemies were the Yadavas, 
Pandyas,  Chalukyas,  and several  in ternal 
feudatories. Among them, Ambadeva emerged as her 
major opponent.

Rudramadevi would personally lead her troops into 
battle, riding horseback in full armor. Her courage was 

an inspiration to the people. She suppressed five 
major rebellions and upheld the glory of the Kakatiya 
Empire.

Around 1269, Ambadeva launched a massive 
rebellion and attacked the kingdom. Rudramadevi 
responded immediately, leading to a decisive battle at 
Tripuradurbheda. Her strategic brilliance and bravery 
in this war earned her the title “The Joan of Arc of 
South India.” This victory infused fresh strength into 
the Kakatiya Empire.
Rudramadevi was also a patron of arts and culture.

All these developed significantly during her reign. The 
semi-gopurams, gate structures, and lion emblems 
seen in the Warangal Fort stand as examples of 
Kakatiya architectural splendor.

Rudramadevi was not just a queen—she was a 
mother-like ruler to her people. She earned immense 
respect from farmers, soldiers, traders, and especially 
women. She strengthened women's confidence, 
equality, and self-defense.

Around 1289, she attained heroic death in a battle 
triggered by Ambadeva's conspiracy. Even after her 
death, she remained a warrior queen in the hearts of 
her people.
Her successor, particularly Prataparudra, later 
expanded the empire based on the strong foundations 
she laid.

Kakatiya Rudramadevi must be remembered as a 
symbol of courage, an icon of social reform, an 
example of administrative brilliance, and a great 
architect of women's empowerment. Her reign is 
cherished by the common people as a “Golden Age.”

In  Sa levada  (Khurd ) 
village of Utnoor Mandal in 
A d i l a b a d  d i s t r i c t , 
Telangana, there is a very 
ancient temple of Harihara 
Mahadeva. Every year, 
du r i ng  t he  mon th  o f 
Pushya, a nine-day Jatara 
(fair) is celebrated here. 
This ancient Shiva temple, said to be more than a 
hundred years old, is believed to date back to the 
Kakatiya period. It is said that in earlier times, a priest 
used to perform puja to a Shiva Linga under a neem 
tree here, and later it became well known as a temple, 
drawing devotees for worship. Village elders say that 
under the leadership of the Tandanaik of Salevada, 
the annual Jatara has been held here since 1970.

Dakshinapatha Varthavani

 Construction of new temples
 Dams across the Godavari
 Strong fortifications at Warangal and Gandikota
 Promotion of the common language
 Support for sculpture and classical dance

Veeranari – Kakatiya Rudramadevi

   She reorganized the army and established a                    
   special council to provide salaries, horses, and 
   weapons to soldiers.
   To support the farmers—the backbone of the 
   kingdom—she undertook irrigation projects.
   She implemented a strong monetary policy and 
   encouraged trade.

Saalewada Mahadeva Jatara
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As the centuries-old temple had fallen into ruin, the 
temple committee resolved to rebuild it. The villagers 
contributed funds, and along with donations from 
devotees, undertook the construction of a new temple 
at the old site using modern techniques. Behind the 
temple, 108 steps were built to reach the tall hill 
adjoining it. On the right side of the temple, a large 
ashram was built for devotees. Sculptures said to 
belong to an ancient fort were beautifully installed on 
both sides of the temple. A Nandi statue was placed in 
front of the temple, and the Shiva Linga was 
consecrated in the sanctum during grand installation 
ceremonies.

During the Jatara and especially on Maha Shivaratri, 
large-scale devotional and spiritual programs are 
conducted.

During the Jatara, stalls offering snacks, puja 
materials, different kinds of clothes, ornaments, 
children's toys, and various other goods appear, 
turning the place lively. Large numbers of devotees 
attend, offer special worship, and participate in the 
festivities.

For Maha Shivaratri, the locals grandly decorate the 
temple and organize various celebrations. Devotees 
from Utnoor and surrounding villages come to offer 
prayers and fulfill vows. The temple becomes 
crowded with worshippers.

Last year, near the temple on the hilltop, a massive 
21.10-foot Shiva statue was erected by Alawath 
Suresh Singh Naik, son of businessman Alawath 
Narsod Naik of Salevada, at his own expense, 
spending several lakhs of rupees. It is the largest such 
statue in Adilabad district.

Unlike other places in the district, wrestling matches, 
kabaddi, cricket tournaments, and other sports are 
organized here under the temple committee's 
supervision. It is customary to begin the wrestling 
competitions only after the special puja to Harihara 
Mahadeva. Wrestlers arrive in large numbers not only 
from the united Adilabad district but also from 
Yavatmal, Nanded, Parbhani, Degloor, Chandrapur, 
and Jivati in Maharashtra.

The Kolanupaka Someshwara 
Te m p l e  ( a l s o  k n o w n  a s 
C h a n d i k a m b a  S a m e t h a 
Someshwara Swami Temple) 
is a Shiva temple located in 
Kolanupaka vi l lage (also 
known as Kulapaka) of Aler 
Mandal in Yadadri Bhuvanagiri 
district, Telangana. The temple 
was built in the 12th century by the Kakatiya rulers. 
The Shiva deity here is not in the usual linga form but 
appears in human form.

The main deity of this temple is Swayambhu 
Someshwara Swami (self-manifested Shiva) along 
with Goddess Chandika. One of the sanctums houses 
a large Sahasra-linga (thousand-linga), which gives 
the temple the name “Temple of a Thousand Lingas.”

Wi th in  the  temp le  p remises  a re  i do l s  o f 
Renukacharya, Mallikarjuna Swami, Chandeshwari, 
Kundamamba, Kotil ingeshwara Swami, Kala 
Bhairava Swami, Anjaneya, Rudranidra Swami, 
Veerabhadra Swami, Kumaraswamy, and Ekadasha 
Rudras. The Ganesha and Nataraja idols here date 
back to the Chalukya period of the 12th century and 
depict powerful yogic postures.

This beautifully sculpted temple was built in 
Chalukyan architectural style. Inscriptions found here 
indicate that the temple was constructed between 
1070–1126 A.D. and that the Chalukya kings 
supported the temple through donations of land, gold, 
cows, and more. Historical evidence suggests that in 
the 11th century, Kolanupaka was the second capital 
of the Kalyani Chalukyas (also called the Western 
Chalukyas). Puranas indicate that the Kolanupaka 
temple existed even before the 11th century and was 
later developed in stages by various rulers.

Kolanupaka is also believed to be the birthplace of 
Renukacharya, a revered Veerashaiva saint, said to 
have emerged from the Swayambhu Linga here. He 
was a great spiritual teacher who preached 
Veerashaivism and finally merged with the same 
linga. Renukacharya is regarded as a founder of the 
Veerashaiva sect. He advocated for women's 
empowerment and equal rights for women in all areas, 
including temple entry.

The sanctum of the Someshwara temple contains 
both the Swayambhu Linga and the idol of 
Renukacharya. In front of the temple is a four-pillared 
mandapa featuring a seated Kakatiya Nandi.

Veerashaiva Lingayats from Telangana, Andhra 
Pradesh, Karnataka, Maharashtra, and other states 
visit the Kolanupaka temple in large numbers each 
year to celebrate Renukacharya Jayanti.

The Nyaya Linga in the mandapa in front of the temple 
was once believed to fulfill wishes and served as a 
platform to resolve disputes among the people.

One of the unique features of the Kolanupaka 
Someshwara Temple is its ekashila Nandi—a 
monolithic sculpture carved from a single block of 
black basalt. Positioned at the entrance, it is revered 
as the guardian deity. Sculptures from the Kalyani 
Chalukya period (13th century) depicting Uma-
Maheshwara and Mahishasuramardini, along with a 
sculpted “Kostapanjara” (a decorative enclosure 
resembling a curved cage), can also be seen in the 
temple.

Dakshinapatha Varthavani

Kolanupaka Someshwara Temple
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Among the notable sculptures of Kolanupaka are the 
Manasthambha (victory pillar) of Tribhuvanamalla and 
a Kodandarama idol from the 12th-century 
Vijayanagara period.

In front of the temple, the Archaeological Survey of 
India maintains a museum. While inscriptions and 
sculptures are preserved in the Kolanupaka museum, 
the Someshwara temple behind it is not maintained 
properly. Several smaller shrines inside and some 
sculptures around the temple appear neglected. It is 
unfortunate that such an ancient and historically 
significant temple is being ignored.

As the temple is dedicated to Lord Shiva, Maha 
Shivaratri is celebrated grandly. During this time, 
devotees—including Veerashaiva Lingayats—from 
Telugu-speaking states, Karnataka, and Maharashtra 
visit the temple in large numbers.

Dakshinapatha Varthavani
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