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​Abstract 

The phenomenon often termed ‘Love Jihad’ has frequently been dismissed 
by mainstream academia and media as a conspiracy theory or a matter of 
individual choice. However, longitudinal observation of specific 
high-profile cases reveals a disturbing pattern of psychological isolation, 
organized funding, and the eventual abandonment of the victim once the 
political objective is achieved. This paper analyses the case of Akhila 
Ashokan (Hadiya), examining the recent death of her mother, Ponnamma, 
as a grim case study. It argues that the ecosystem behind such conversions 
does not facilitate marriage; it facilitates the systematic erasure of 
civilizational roots and the destruction of the Bharatiya family unit. 

​1. Introduction - A Mother’s Dying Wish Denied 

​On the evening of 5 December 2025, a tragic chapter in Kerala’s social 
history came to a quiet, painful close. Ponnamma Ashokan, the mother of 
Akhila (Hadiya), passed away due to cardiac arrest. Her death was not 
just a medical event but the culmination of a long, silent battle fought 
within the walls of a home in Vaikom. For years, Ponnamma waited for 
the return of the daughter she had raised, fed, and educated. Her final 
wish was simple: to see her daughter one last time. 

​That wish was denied. 

​Reports confirm that despite being informed of her mother’s critical 
condition and subsequent passing, Hadiya did not return to perform the 
final rites or pay her last respects.1 Her father, Ashokan, an ex-Army man 
who served the nation, was left to mourn alone.2 This incident strips 
away the romanticised veneer of "constitutional liberty" and "right to 
choice" that was painted over the case by the Supreme Court in 2018. It 
compels us to ask a fundamental question: What kind of ideology forbids 
a daughter from weeping over her own mother’s body? 
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​2. The Mechanics of Isolation - From Akhila to Hadiya 

​To understand the cruelty of the present, one must revisit the mechanics 
of the past. Akhila Ashokan was a student of Homeopathy when she was 
introduced to a new religious framework. However, this was not a 
spiritual seeking; it was a targeted isolation. 

​The Kerala High Court, in its initial observation (2017), rightly termed 
this process "psychological kidnapping”.3 The court noted that the 
transformation was not organic but orchestrated by an organisation 
named Sathya Sarani in Manjeri, which has long been flagged by 
intelligence agencies for its links to radical outfits like the Popular Front 
of India (PFI). 

​The modus operandi observed here aligns with global cult practices. 

1.​ ​Selection: Targeting vulnerable young women away from home. 
2.​ ​Isolation: Cutting off communication with the biological family. 
3.​ ​Indoctrination: Replacing familial bonds with loyalty to the 

Ummah (community). 

​By the time the legal battle began, Akhila had been thoroughly scrubbed 
of her identity and presented as Hadiya. 

​3. The ‘Husband’ as a Legal Shield 

​A critical aspect often hushed up by socialist historians and liberal 
commentators is the timing of Hadiya’s marriage to Shafin Jahan. It was 
not a marriage born of long courtship. It was arranged hurriedly in 
December 2016, specifically when the Kerala High Court was scrutinising 
her custody.4 

​The marriage served a strategic legal purpose: it shifted the narrative 
from "radicalisation" to "marital privacy." By introducing a husband, the 
ecosystem successfully invoked Article 21 (Right to Life and Liberty), 
forcing the courts to back down. 

​However, the facade has now crumbled. It is a verified fact that Hadiya 
and Shafin Jahan - the couple whose "love" was defended by expensive 
lawyers in the Supreme Court - are no longer together. Shafin Jahan, 
having served his purpose as the legal face of the case, moved on. Hadiya 
reportedly remarried one Khalid Dastagir.5 This "use and throw" pattern 
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confirms that the men in these equations are often interchangeable; the 
only constant objective is the retention of the converted woman within 
the fold. 

​4. The Economics of Conversion 

​We must also address the financial machinery that enables such cases. In 
the Hadiya case, the legal defence was led by some of India’s most 
expensive senior counsels, including Kapil Sibal. The legal fees ran into 
crores of rupees. 

​In 2018, an investigative sting and subsequent NIA probes revealed that 
the PFI had admitted to spending over ₹ 1 Crore6 on Hadiya’s case alone. 
A simple question arises: Why would an organisation spend such a 
fortune on the personal marriage dispute of a homeopathy student? The 
answer is evident - Hadiya was not a client; she was a trophy. She was a 
symbol of their victory over the Hindu family structure. 

​5. A Warning to the Nation 

​The tragedy of Ponnamma’s lonely death serves as a warning for the rest 
of Bhārat. The Love Jihaad phenomenon is often debated in terms of 
numbers, but the real metric is the destruction of culture. 

●​ ​The Syro-Malabar Church, a significant Christian body in Kerala, 
has officially stated that Christian girls are being targeted and 
recruited for terror activities under the guise of love.7 

●​ ​The Demography Factor: As noted by Samvit Kendra’s studies on 
demography, the conversion of women is the most efficient method 
of altering the religious composition of a region, as it secures the 
womb for the next generation. 

​6. Conclusion 

​When Ashokan stands before his wife’s pyre, he represents the helpless 
cry of a society that is being hollowed out from within. The media may 
have moved on, and the courts may have closed the file, but the reality 
remains. Akhila was "liberated" from her parents only to be imprisoned 
by an ideology that does not allow her the basic humanity of grieving for 
her mother. 

​As scholars and nationalists, we must recognise that this is not merely a 
social evil; it is a civilizational assault. The "chains" mentioned in popular 
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discourse are real. They may be invisible to the law, but they are strong 
enough to hold a daughter back while her mother burns. 
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